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' POSTWAR DEVELOPMENT (F THE YUGOSIAV MERCHANT MARINE

' Aocording to a speech by Vicko Krstulovic, Yugoslav Minister of Navigsiicr,
before the Poople's Skupstina, the Tugoslav merchant marine had 38 stearavipe,
with & gross registered tormage of 64,176 tons, st the emd of 1945, vr ouly
16 peroent of ite prewar tommge., The remainder of the Yugoslav trans¥:eaniu
fleet was at the disposal of the British Admiralty at that time. The wharves
in the principyl hartors, Rijska, Sueak, Bakar, Sibenik, Split, Ploce, Dubremiik,
Zelenlkn, and Zar, were 79 percent useises, vhile the most lmportant Yugosla-
Marbor, Rijokn-Susak, vas 100 percent dostroyed., A total of 103 Yugosiav ports
of various sires ware dsstroyed during World War II.

By the end of 1946, vhen the Yuguslav fleet had heea returned by the Britisr,
and Yugoslav shipyards had resumasd production, there vere in Yugosiavia iC9 ateam-
ships with & gross registered tormage of 135,000 tons, or about 3% perceat of
tho frewar figure. By the »nd of 1945, én additional 2,1C0 meters of wherves for

ong-distance navigation and 2,290 meters for-lecul navigation kad Geen repatred.
In other vords, 25 percsnt mure wharves had been made reedy for transcesanic ships.

From 1945 to the end of 1946, about 40 percent of the sunken ejuipment in
Yugoslav vaters wus salvagsd, and 31 percent of the sunken steamers were raised,
Before World War II, suck work had baen done sxclusively by foreign enterpriees,

By the end of 1948, the merchan® marine had reached 46 percent of ita
Irowar tonage, or about 180,000 gross registered tons, through produciion a
Yugoslav shipyards, ireceipt of ships a8 reparations, and partial repairs
dons adroad, Yugoslav shipvards have restored. built, or done large-suale
repair vork on practically the entire merchanc marine aad imsve completely
restored the other harbor facilities, Their most spectacular task was the ralsing
and restoration of a 7,000-ton dock in Split, They have restored or buii‘ 61
pervent of the present merchant fleet.

During 1947 and 1948, harbdor facilities for lomg-distance ships Iin the
rincipal ports vere extended by an additional 2,382 metere, &nd iu local
harbors by 1,527 meters, vith a loaling capacity of sboat 1,600,000 tema Fer
veer in the principal porte., Particular attention was paid ic¢ mechanlzatlen 7
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the ports, and Lo the inatallation rf cranes and other loading eyuipment, 8o
that the yrewent stsius of mechantzatiom Le cloze to prewar staius, Durirg
this period, efforis were corcéntrated pariiculariy on the restoration of
the whn veg 8t Rijcka-Sucay, which by 1948 wag egain i a position to meet
the-great demande of Yugo: lav forelgn trade.

‘The nimber of crapee in Yugoslav harbors in 1948 was about JO percent
greater than: in 3194T.,

_ Diring 1948, 670 meters of operatiomal wharf were restored in principal
=i 8 Por long-distance shipping an 760 meters in lceal Marbors for looal
shippt iZ. '

i Tootmical ravigation facilities have increased by an average of 4,5 times
since befors World War II, FMinety-five percent .f harbor lighting has been
restored, anriliary harbor craft have been put into gervice, ehore radio-
telegreph-telsphone stations have besn installed, and harbor pilotage hus
" beem pesuacd. Ine navigational security system is far supericr to that of
- prowar Yugoslavie, e

Miemer tmmport alone along the Yugoslav ccast snd amdng the 1sland

is three times groater than before the war, although the present JaEsenger
fleet has cnly 50 percent of 1te prevar capaoity. - : : ’

The Yugoelav mey :hant marine has cstablished a momopoly on its 10-day
fogalar cargo line to the cowmntries of the Near Emst, its 15-day regular
1ins to Israel, its 15-day cargo line to Turkey, its 20-day regular cargo
1ine to Englend, the Netherlanis, and Belgium, 1ts Z-month regular pasaerger-
cargo line to the Thited States and Camada, and its 2-month paszenger Ling
to South America. .

In addition, the Yugoslav merchant marine has regular trargcceanis
commestions with the USSR and with other countries that export goods nesdel 2or
the fulfillment of the Yugoslav Five-Year Plan,

As & vegult of iis monopoly of line navigation an? of its practice of
hiring foreign tomnage to supplement lts owa, vhich comy el foreign anterprises to
ship their goods in Yugoslav bottoms or in shipe leaged .y Yugoslavia, the
Yuposlav merchant marine hae achleved great eavings in foreign exchangs. In
J;ﬁ , the merchant marine saved 599,348 pounds sterling and 818,786 3-7Tara.
totalling 161,819,000 dinars; snd in 1948 eave: abuut 1,600,00C pounds and. 1,085,000
dollars, ar. facreans of 138 yercent over 1947, totalling about 385 mililon diners,
vhereas in 1943 Yugoslavia spent about 370 million 1lira, 700,000 pounds ateriing,
2 =t1%ion dollars, and other foreign surrency, totalling about 260 m11lien

. dipayxs, to hire foreign tommage.

The investment plan for 199 calle for an increase in gress ragistered
tomnage of 15 percent over 1948, particularly in cargo liners and pasaenger
ships; for further restoration and construction of operational vharvea to inirsass
capaoity by 200 percent over 1048; for restoration and conatruction of hartur
varehouses; for builiing three nev graln elevators 4n maia harbezs; for reeioring
vharves of local significance; and for increasing harbor mechaxn)zetlon
by 50 perceat of its present capaclty.

and +trensient quarters for harbor workers are to Be duilt in
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